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• Extended learning experience that connects learning in social studies with 

literacy – including reading, writing, listening and speaking

• Guided by essential question(s) for exploration

• Provides an opportunity for meaningful, collaborative inquiry

• Opportunity for student self-determination and self-evaluation

• Students…

• collect, analyze, and integrate information from various sources

• draw inferences and conclusions to inform synthesis of  projects/products 

of  learning to share with others

What is an Integrated Unit?



What will it look like in Third Grade?

• Citizens of  the World

• How are people and their world interdependent?

• Research and investigate through the use of  informational text, maps, charts, graphs, 
and other sources:

• Physical, human, and cultural characteristics of  different regions and people

• People’s dependence upon, modification of, and adaptation to the physical environment

• Animals’ dependence upon, modification of, and adaptation to the physical environment

• Interdependence of  animals and people

• Geographic location and its importance to people

• Evaluate, compare, infer, and synthesize information from multiple sources



What will it look like in Fourth Grade?

• New York and the American Revolution

• How did the American Revolution affect lives in New York?

• Research and investigate through the use of  fictional text, informational text, 

illustrations, artifacts, graphics, charts, and other sources:

• Importance of  New York state during the Revolutionary War period

• Issues related to politics, economics, and geography during the War

• Involvement of  the Native Americans and African Americans in the War

• Various points of  view about the War

• Evaluate, compare, infer, and synthesize information from multiple sources



How it looks in Fifth Grade…

• Geography and Complex Societies

• How does geography influence human society and human society impact the environment?

• Research and investigate through the use of  informational text, maps, graphs, charts and other sources:

• Adaptation to and modification of  environment by people

• Geography of  the Western Hemisphere and its impact on where people settle and the resources available

• Case studies of  ancient civilization including Aztec and Inca Civilizations

• Students use writing, reading comprehension, listening skills, and oral communication during the inquiry 
process.

• Students demonstrate learning by evaluating, comparing, and synthesizing information from a variety of  
multimedia sources.

• Point of  View in United States History



Geography and Complex Societies

Why were roads important to the Inca 
Empire? Image: The Inca's 

engineering of roadways 

and agricultural terraces 

in mountainous terrain 

was one key to the 

expansion of the empire.
©istock/© v0v.

Students integrate information from 

text, images, and maps to respond to 

the guiding question of  the case study.

http://www.istockphoto.com/portfolio/v0v


Points of  View in United States History 

Students engage in 

close reading of  

informational text, 

poetry, and songs.



Points of  View in United States History 

Students write 

informational essays 

incorporating point of  

view.



What does the future hold?

• Further piloting and evaluation of  planned integrated units

• Revision and refinement of  initial integrated units 

• Creation of  new integrated units at each grade level

• Increased inclusion of  additional curricular areas such as math, art, music, 

and/or science/social studies in integrated units


